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Music among the Poets and Poetical Writers— [continued.) 

In his Evening Walk, the poet has recorded the 
music of English lake-scenery : — 

" The song of mountain -streams, unheard by day, 
Now hardly heard, beguiles my homeward way. 
Air listens," like the sleeping water, still, 
To catch the spiritual music of the hill, 
Broke only by the slow clock tolling deep, 
Or shout that wakes the ferry -man from sleep, 
The echoed hoof nearing the distant shore, 
The boat's first motion — made with dashing oar ; 
Sound of closed gate, across the water borne, 
Hurrying the timid hare thi ough rustling corn ; 
The sportive outcry of the mocking owl ; 
And at long intervals the mill-dog's howl ; 
The distant forge's swinging thump profound ; 
Or yell, in the deep woods, of lonely hound." 

Wordsworth. 

And in another poem, he has described that of Swiss 
lake-scenery : — 

" Now couch thyself where, heard with fear afar, 
Thunders through echoing pines the headlong Aar ; 
Or rather stay to taste the mild delights 
Of pensive Underwalden's pastoral heights. — 
Is there who 'mid these awful wilds has seen 
The native Genii walk the mountain green ? 
Or heard, while other worlds their charms reveal, 
Soft music o'er the aerial summit steal ? 
While o'er the desert, answering every close, 
Eich steam of sweetest perfume comes and goes. 

* * * * * 
How still I no irreligious sound or sight 
Houses the soul from her severe delight. 

An idle voice the sabbath region fills 

Of Deep that calls to Deep across the hills, 

And with that voice accords the soothing sound 

Of drowsy bells, for ever tinkling round ; 

Faint wail of eagle melting into blue 

Beneath the cliffs, and pine-wood's steady sugh ; f 

The solitary heifer's deepened low ; 

Or rumbling, heard remote, of falling snow. 

All motions, sounds, and voices, far and nigh, 

Blend in a music of tranquillity ; 

Save when, a stranger seen below, the boy 

Shouts from the echoing hills with savage joy. 

* * * * * 
A single chasm, a gulf of gloomy blue 
Gapes in the centre of the sea — and through 
That dark mysterious gulf ascending, sound 
Innumerable streams with roar profound. 
Mount through the nearer vapours notes of birds, 
And merry flageolet ; the low of herds, 

The bark of dogs, the heifer's tinkling bell, 

Talk, laughter, and perchance a church-tower knell : 

Think not, the peasant from aloft has gazed 

And heard with heart unmoved, with soul unraised. 

***** 
He holds with God himself communion high, 
There where the peal of swelling torrents fills 
The sky-roofed temple of the eternal hills." 

Wordsworth. 



t Sugh, a Scotch word expressive of the sound of the -wind through 
the trees. — Author's note. 

Chaucer has the same word (differently spelt,— but also from the 
Teutonic origin), where he speaks of— 
" a forest 
In which there wonneth neither man nor beast, 
With knotty knarry barren trees old 
Of stubbes sharp and hideous to behold, 
In which there ran a rumble and a swough, 
As though a storm should bresten every bough."— AT. C. C. 



' Now fades the glimmering landscape on the sight, 

And all the air a solemn stillness holds, 
Save where the beetle wheels his droning flight, 
And drowsy tinklings lull the distant folds." 

Gray. 



" And more, to lull him* in his slumber soft, 

A trickling stream from high rock tumbling down, 

And ever-drizzling rain upon the loft, 
Mixt with a murmuring wind, much like the sown 
Of swarming bees, did cast him in a swown. 

No other noise, nor people's troublous cries, 
As still are wont t' annoy the walled town, 

Might there be heard : but careless Quiet lies, 

Wrapt in eternal silence far from enemies." — Spenser. 



" Now morn, her rosy steps in the eastern clime 
Advancing, sow'd the earth with orient pearl, 
When Adam wak'd, so custom'd ; for his 6leep 
Was aery light, from pure digestion bred, 
And temperate vapours bland, which the only sound 
Of leaves and fuming rills, Aurora's fan, 
Lightly dispersed, and the shrill matin song 
Of birds on every bough." — Milton. 
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iSrtef Chronicle of the last iWonth. 



Philharmonic Society. — The first concert of the 
present season took place on the 14th of April, when 
Madame Clara Schumann made her first appearance in 
England, and played Beethoven's Pianoforte Concerto in 
Eb, and Mendelssohn's 17 Variations Serieuses. Professor 
Sterndale Bennett conducted. Madame Clara Novello 
was the vocalist. 

Saxlingham. — A concert was given on the 27th of 
March, for the benefit of the Reading-Room, by some of 
the members of the Norwich Choral Society. Pianoforte, 
Mr. G. Brittain ; conductor, Mr. H. Rudd. 

Reading. — A society of vocalists, under the title of the 
" Reading Choral Society," has been established about 
six months ; and, under the direction of Mr. W. H. C. 
Dawson, has attained considerable proficiency in the 
practice of vocal music, Their second "open night" has 
just taken place in the New Hall. 



' Morpheus. 
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Archbishop Tenison's Chafel. — Anew organ, built 
by Messrs. Gray and Davison, was opened on Easter 
Sunday, by Mr. Edwin Barnes, organist of St. George the 
Martyr, Queen Square. He displayed the beauties of the 
instrument to advantage ; and the Choral Service was 
efficiently performed by an amateur choir of about two 
dozen voices. 

Hereford. — Mr. F. M. Ward's evening concert took 
place on the 13th of April. Mrs. Ward and Miss East 
were the principal lady-vocalists ; and Mr. Carpenter sang 
a scena, by L. Emanuel, "The Desert," in a way to elicit 
marked approbation. 

York. — The Choir of the Wesleyan Association Chapel, 
held their annual tea meeting on the 25th March ; when 
a handsome writing desk was presented to Mr. George 
Wray, of that city, with the following inscription engraved 
upon it : — " Presented to Mr. George Wray by the Singers 
and Friends of the Wesleyan Association Chapel, York, 
as a token of respect for his gratuitous services rendered 
to the Choir, March 25th, 1856." A flute with six silver 
keys was also presented to Mr. William Glass, for similar 
gratuitous services. After appropriate speeches, from the 
Rev. J. Haudley, &c, the remainder of the evening was 
spent in performing several pieces by Handel, Haydn, 
and Mozart. 

Stansted (Essex). — Mr. W. A. Boast's annual concer' 
took place at the Central Hall, on the 2nd April. Mis s 
Lyon, Mr. Boast, Mr. Howe, and Mr. Atkinson, were the 
vocalists. Mr. J. Case performed two solos on the con- 
certina ; and a violin-solo (by De Beriot), ably accompa- 
nied on the pianoforte by Mrs. Boast, gained great 
applause. 

Calne. — Mrs. Savory gave a concert in the Town Hall' 
on the 26th March ; Mrs. Savory, Mrs. Paget, and Mr 
Paget, were the vocalists on the occasion. Pianoforte' 
Mr. Clarke. 

Devizes — Mr. C Clarke gave an Evening Concert on 
the 27th March ; when Mrs. Savory, Mrs. Paget, Mr. 
Mudye, and Mr. Paget sang, and Mr. B. Wells and 
Mr. C. Clarke were the instrumentalists. 

Wolverhampton. — The Choral Society is prospering, 
and gave their first concert of the season on the 29th. 
Conductor, Mr. Henry Hayward. 

Beaumont Institution. — The fifth concert of the 
season took place on April 7th. Vocalists, Madame Clara 
Novello, Miss Milner, Miss Heywood, Mr. Sims Reeves, 
Mr. G. Tedder, and Mr. Thomas. 

South Shields. — The Glee and Madrigal Union, con- 
ducted by Mr. J. Redpath, in conjunction with the Glebe 
Band of Hope, held their first public meetings on the 
31st of March, and 1st of April. The evening's enter- 
tainments consisted of Recitations, Melodies, &c, inter- 
spersed with a selection of glees. The principal per- 
formers were Miss S. Appleton (who presided at the 
pianoforte), Miss and the Masters Redpath, and Mr. J. 
Docchar. 

Canterbury. — Mr. Longhurst's Annual Grand Concert 
is fixed for Whit-Monday, May 12th; Madame Clara 
Novello being engaged on the occasion as principal 
vocalist. 

Orchestral Concerts. — The second of these per- 
formances, which have taken place every Saturday evening, 
under the direction of Mr. John Hullah, occurred on the 
5th of April; when Madame Clara Novello was the 
principal performer. The last of these for the present 
season, was on the 19th of April; and the same vocalist 
sang. The general sueeess of these Orchestral Concerts, 
leads us to hope that Mr. Hullah will repeat the experi- 
ment another year. 



Saturday Evening Concerts in Glasgow. — Here 
are gathered together 3000 people on the only leisure 
night they have in the week. They will not (for it is not 
human nature) wind up a week of toil by sitting at the 
fireside " chewing the cud of sweet and bitter fancy ; " and 
two-thirds of them would assuredly find their way to the 
whisky-shop, but for the innocent counter-attraction 
offered at the City Hall. In the mind of every man whose 
opinion is worth having, these concerts have singularly 
well aided the cause of morality and temperance. — 
Glasgow Herald. 

Leeds. — On the 31st March, a Concert of the Blind 
Musicians took place in the Music Hall. The soprano 
soloist was Miss Maria Wilson. The male vocalists were 
Messrs. Holmes, Plowman, Bird, Hudson, and Swale. 

Petersfield. — A vocal Concert was given on the 28th 
March, by Mr. Finley, organist of the parish church. 

Mjiddleton (near Manchester). — The Mendelssohn 
Society established here, gave their first Concert in March, 
consisting chiefly of selections from the oratorio of St. Paul. 

St. Leonard's-on-Sea. — The Choral Society gave a 
Sacred Concert on the 4th April, consisting of selections 
from Mozart's 12th Mass, Haydn's Creation, and Handel's 
Messiah. Conductor, Mr. Hayden. 

Fareham. — The Sacred Harmonic Society have just 
concluded their fifth season, with a selection from Handel, 
Haydn, Mozart, Rossini's Stabat Mater, and an anthem 
by Mr. Wm. Patten; on which occasion, the Hall of the 
Institution was completely filled. The vocalists were Mrs. 
Conduit, Messrs. W. and P. Cross, and A. Conduit, ac- 
companied by a small, but good band, led by Mr. Basquit. 
Conductor, Mr. Wm. Patten. 

Hadfield. — The Sacred Harmonic Society performed 
Haydn's Creation on the 20th March ; principal vocalists, 
Mrs. Sunderland, Miss Hampson, and Messrs. Swindells 
and Mellor. The band and chorus numbered about 
80 performers. Conductor, Mr. Joseph Robinson. 

Cork. — At the late musical promenade given in aid of 
the funds for the Blind Asylum, there were collected 
£63 2s. ; and after paying the whole charges — £25 2s. — 
£38 were handed to the funds as the result of the 
enterprise. 

Carlisle. — The Choral Society gave their second an- 
nual concert on the 1st April ; when Handel's Dettingen 
Te Deum, and a selection of sacred music, was performed. 
Conductor, Mr. Metcalf. 

Dalston. — The Amateur Choral Union continue their 
usual pleasant musical meetings. The fifth public night 
took place on the 15th April. 

Mr. Sterndale Bennett's Concerts. — The first 
concert of the twelfth annual series rook place on Tuesday 
evening, in the Hanover Square Rooms, which were 
attended by a crowded and fashionable audience. The 
following was the programme : — 

PART I. 

Sonata in E flat, pianoforte and violin 

Lesson, in G minor, from the Suites Angloiscs 

Canzone, " Voi che sapete " 

Guintetto, Op. 16, in E flat, pianoforte, clarinet, 

oboe, bassoon, and horn 

part II. 

"L'Amabile" — Etude, and " L'Armonioso/' 
Preludes and Lessons 

Fantasia on an Irish Air 

Songs, " Dawn, gentle flower," and "May-Dew" 

Sonata, Op. 12, in D, pianoforte and violin 
It is scarcely requisite to say more than that the sonatas 
were played to perfection. How could it be otherwise, 
with Mr. Bennett at the pianoforte and M. Sainton at the 
violin ! — The vocal music could not have been better 
chosen, and the two charming songs of Mr. Bennett, 
charmingly sung by Madame Novello, afforded unqualified 
satisfaction. — From the Musical World, 



Mozart. 
J. S. Bach. 
Mozart. 

Beethoven. 



W. S. Bennett. 

Mendelssohn. 
W. S. Bennett. 
Beethoven. 
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Rossini. — M. Adam Salomon, the sculptor, has just 
finished a colossal bust of Rossini, for M. Madison. It is 
said to be an excellent likeness, and a fine work of art. — 
Daily News. 

Queen Charlotte's Hospital. — A concert was given 
in Exeter Hall on 9th April, in aid of the fund for re- 
building this Hospital. Her Majesty headed the list of 
patrons whose names were on the programme. The vocal- 
ists were Madame Clara Novello, Madame Gassier, Miss 
Lascelles, Mr. Swift, and M. Gassier ; the instrumentalists, 
Mr. Benedict, Mr. Kiallmark, and M. Sainton. The band 
consisted of the members of the Orchestral Union, under 
the direction of Mr. Alfred Mellon. The concert gave 
satisfaction to a numerous audience. 

Reunion des Arts. — The society under this name gave 
their first soiree of the season on the 26th March ; when 
Miss Dolby, and Mr. and Mrs. Drayton, were the vocalists ; 
Messrs. Molique, Ries, Hill, Payne, Tedesco, and Benedict, 
were the instrumentalists ; and Messrs. Benedict and 
Gollmick, the conductors. 

Manchester Tonic Sol-fa Association. — This asso- 
ciation, which has for its object the promotion of vocal 
music in congregations, schools, and families, is about to 
hold an aggregate meeting of classes, in connection with 
the tonic sol-fa method of singing, in Roby Chapel, 
Grosvenor-street, Piccadilly. These classes are composed 
of various denominations, Church of England, Indepen- 
dent, Baptist, Wesleyan, &c. There will be at least six or 
seven hundred, out of the sixteen hundred at present 
under tuition in this city, to take part in the singing. 
From the name of Mr. R. Griffiths, as conductor, who has 
displayed so much untiring energy in cultivating a musical 
taste among the people of Manchester, and that of Mr. 
Sidebottom in the chair, there will no doubt be a large 
audience. — Manchester Examiner and Times. 

Ross. — A singing-class on the Mainzerian system has 
just been established here, by Mr. Wm. Moss. 

St. Mahtin's Hall. — A new oratorio, entitled Jeptha 
and his Daughter, — the production of Herr Reinthaler, a 
young German composer, pupil of Molique — was brought 
out by Mr. Hullah, at St. Martin's Hall, on Wednesday 
evening, to a large and enthusiastic audience. The vocal- 
ists were Madame Clara Novello, Miss Banks, Miss Schott, 
Miss Palmer, Mr. Montem Smith, Mr. Wallworth, and 
Mr. Thomas. The best of the critics pronounce the work 
as one of genius — original in thought, and learned in 
composition. Such an addition to our sacred music cannot 
he otherwise than acceptable. 

The Crystal Palace Company have put out a very 
inviting programme of novelties for their ensuing season, 
consisting of fetes in celebration of the return of peace, 
flower-shows, completion of grand water-works, picture- 
gallery, naval museum, engineering-models, court of 
inventions, Ceramic court, fancy-fairs, and other alterations 
and additions. They make a great feature of 12 grand 
morning concerts, to be given during the months of May, 
June, and July ; at which all the singers and orchestra of i 
the Royal Italian Theatre will perform. Conductor, Mr. 
Costa. 

Belfast. — On the 9th of April, the Classical Har- 
monists' Society pertovmed Haydn's Creation; Mrs. Sun- 
derland, Mrs. Benson, and Mr. Rogers were the principal, 
vocalists. The chorus numbered about 90 voices. Mr. 
Turle, organist of Armagh Cathedral, presided at the organ, 
and Mr. Allen was the conductor. 

Exeter Hall. — The. Sacred Harmonic Society gave 
another performance of Mr. Costa's Eli to a very crowded 
hall. The chief interest of the occasion consisted in the 
principal vocalists being those for whom the oratorio was 
originally composed — Madame Clara Novello, Madame 
Viardot, Mr. Sims Reeves, and Herr Formes. 1 



Southampton. — The present session of the Polytechnic 
Institution closed on April the 16th, when the committee 
obtained the services of the Choral Harmonic Society to 
give a grand selection of sacred music. The orchestra 
consisted of sixty performers, under the leadership of 
Mr. J. Ridgway. The first part consisted of the principal 
portion of Mozart's 12th Mass, set to English words. The 
second part comprised a selection from Haydn's Creation ; 
a Motett, by Mozart; and concluded with Beethoven's 
grand " Hallelujah " from the Mount of Olives. 

Bath. — The Classical Concert Society closed their season 
on the 24th of April, with selections from three operas — 
Lucrezia Borgia, Oberon, and Rigoletto. Principal vocalists, 
Madame Clara Novello, Miss H. B. Taylor, Mr. Sims 
Reeves, and Mr. Thomas. 

Kidderminster.— On the 2nd instant, Mr. W. Haynes, 
late organist and conductor of the weekly concerts here, 
gave his benefit concert, under the patronage of Lord Ward 
and other nobility of the neighbourhood. The vocalists 
were Madlle. Bretet, Mrs. Paget, Mr. Wylbie Cooper, and 
Mr, Paget. Solo violin, Mr. Torrington j solo organ and 
conductor, Mr. Haynes. 

Ecclesiological Society. — The first meeting of this 
Society was held in the Lecture-room of St. Martin's Hall, 
on the 24th of April, and was well attended, the audience 
being more numerous than at any meeting of the previous 
season. The music performed was under the direction of 
the Rev. T. Helmore; and the choir consisted of the 
children of Her Majesty's Chapel Royal, and several ladies 
and gentlemen who are many of them accustomed to Church 
Music, and, having attended the weekly rehearsals of the 
Society, were, without the aid of an instrument, enabled 
to perform the following selection of music to the apparent 
satisfaction of all present: — 

Motett— " O praise the Lord our God," - Rinatdo del Mel. 
Hymn—" Ad Ccenam Agni providi," Hymnal Noted, 29' {or 64). 
Anthem — " O Saviour of the world," Rev. S. S. Greatheed, M.A. 
Cahol — " Let the merry Church bells ring," 

Carols for Easter-Tide, 13. 
Motett—" Canite tuba in Sion," - Palestrina. 

Hymn — " O beata Beatorum," 

Hymnal Noted, Part II., 88'— Words, 82. 
Anthem — " How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob," 

Rev. Sir Fred. Arthur Gore OuseUy, Bart. 
Credo—" Nicene Creed," (from Marbeck) 

Brief Directory of Plain Song. 
Anthem — "Save me, O God," ----- Byrd. 
Hymn—" Aurora lucis rutilat," - Hymnal Noted, 26 (or 58). 
Motett— " I will magnify Thee, O Lord," - - Palestrina. 
Caboj.— " The World itself keeps Easter Day," 

Carols for Easter-Tide, 14. 
Anthem — " Thy mercy, O Lord," - Rev. Sir F. A. G.Ouseley. 
Part of a " Gloria in excelsis," by Clari. 



RGAN PERFORMANCE. — The Organ in Dartford 
Church, Kent, having been entirely reconstructed and 
enlarged by Mr. Groves {of Londoni, will be reopened on 
Thursday evening, May 15th, at 7 o'clock, with a performance 
of Classical Music. The Choir of Rochester Cathedral are 
engaged for the occasion. Conductor, Mr. ]. T. Stone, who 
will preside at the organ, and perform the following compo- 
sitions : — Allegro Vivace, Jupiter Si nfonia — Mozart; March, 
Athalie — Mendelssohn ; Let their celestial concerts, Samson — 
Handel ; Allegro Maestoso e Vivace, Organ Sonata in BP — ■ 
Mendelssohn; etc. etc. Tickets of admission may be had of 
the Churchwardens, and of Mr. Gurnell, Dartford. 



TOPLIFF'S PRAISE OFFERING, in 2 vols., for 1, 2, 3, 
and 4. voices, with an Accompaniment for the Pianoforte 
or Organ. The words from Holy Writ, Milton, &c. By 
R. Topliff, Organist of Trinity Church, Southvvark, Com- 
poser of " Sabbath and Scripture Melodies ;" " Consider the 
Lilies," &c. Each volume will contain from 40 to 50 pages 
of Music, never before published. Subscription to the Work, 
One Guinea, or ias. per vol. Names received by T. Purday, St. 
Paul's Church-yard; C. Lonsdale, 26, Old Bond-street; and 
by R. Topliff, Apollo Buildings, Walworth, 



